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Stormwater Panel Report
- Deadline: 9/1/06

September 1, 2006

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: C.A.S.H.’s Comments on the Storm Water Panel Report

Dear Members of the State Water Resources Control Board:

The Coalition for Adequate School Housing (C.A.S.H.) wishes fo inform the State
Water Resources Control Board that we have reviewed the Storm Water Panel
Recommendations (June 19, 2006) and urge the Board to adopt statewide Best
Management Practices for all aspects of school district operations and to reject numeric
effluent limits for school districts. C.A.S.H. was formed in [978 to promote, develop
and support the enactment of new statewide and tocal funding alternatives for school
construction and renovation. C.A.S.H.’s membership is a coalition of public and private
inferests that believe school facilities are a critical component of effective schools.

As school districts and community colleges were included on the list of entities that are
regulated under the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Small MS4 General
Permit, C.A.S.H. worked with the SWRCB and its staff to learn more about the specific
requirements of the storm water permits, and worked to provide this information to
school districts. The C.A.S.H. Board of Directors formed the C.A.S.H. Storm Water
Comrnittee to address storm water issues for our organization, and has conducted
outreach and training for schoo! districts and county offices of education across
California. :

C.AS H. Comments

When K-12 schools were included under the Small MS4 Permit, schools were
essentially required to administer 2 comprehensive municipal program, as they were
required to design, maintain, construct and operate a storm water program. Schools
around the state have embraced this new responsibiiity by implementing Best
Management Practices as required by the Permit.

With some exceptions, the Panel concluded that establishing numeric effluent limits are
infeasible at this time. For this reason, we believe the Panel’s recommendations to make
existing Best Management Practices (BMP) more effective and better maintained 1s the
most effective and realistic method for achieving the objective of clean water in schools.
By developing a more comprehensive BMP approach, school districts and county offices
of education will be ablc to work together 10 share geographically and environmentatly
relevant practices. In addition, local confusion over differences between State Board
and Regional Water Quality Control Board mandates will be eliminated.
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